
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember Who You Are  

Clergy Elect 10 Elders 
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Number 2, Events of Tuesday, June 16, 2009 

Sam Albright  39 years  
Kit L. Carson, Sr.  3 
N. Wayne Clark  45 
Roger E. Glover  38 
Robert L. Hager  29.75 
Linda Anne Horton  5.5 
H.E. ÒEddyÓ Howell, Jr. 8.5 
James Lann  15 
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Laity Address !""Laity Address, Asa Whitaker, Conference Lay Leader  
What you say and do matters because of who you are.  Do you know who you are?  You are 

Òchosen by God to share the story of GodÕs grace.Ó   
We are United Methodists Ñ we have a birthright.  We are part of Wesleyan movement, Òthe 

fastest -growing group of believers this country has ever seen.Ó   
In Africa, The United Methodist Church is growing rapidly; they have an expectation of growth, 

therefor e, they grow.  We expect to decline, so we decline.  We do what is necessary to decline.  
Winning sports teams set goals to win, believe they can win, and do what it takes to win.  God 

is calling us to learn the fundamentals, to practice, and to play to win . 
Jesus told us that the greatest commandment is to love God with all we are and all we have 

and to love others as ourselves.  The proof that we love God is that we obey GodÕs commandments 
and they are not troublesome.  The victory by which we overcome the  world is our faith (from 1 
John 4).  We can win.  When we act out what it takes to win, we win.  When we act out what is 
takes to be defeated, we are defeated.  

It is time to celebrate the vision: ÒA church alive in the grace of God.Ó  It is time to develo p a 
game plan that will embrace victory.  

It is our watch.  The United Methodist Church in Arkansas and that portion of GodÕs Kingdom 
has been entrusted to us.  

Remember the word of God to Joshua (Joshua 1:9):  ÒI hereby command you: Be strong and 
courageous ; do not be frightened or dismayed for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.Ó  

Remember who you are.  

Group Insurance Report  
Chris Newell, Group Insurance chair, explained what has been happening with our insurance.  

Several years ago when our insurance costs were skyrocketing, we switched from a fully funded 
plan to a partially self -funded plan.  

In our current plan, we purchase insurance for the most major claims, and pay most claims 
from premiums.  We contract with administrator to pay the claims, but they pay it with our funds.  

If we were  to go back to a fully funded plan, costs to the churches would double.  
When we set our plan up, we thought we needed to have a reserve fund equal to one year of 

expenses in order to survived bad years.  
In 2007, medical expenses (not just to us) began clim bing drastically.  We did not recognize the 

spike at first, thinking it was merely an unusual year for our claims, but it wasnÕt.  Increases were 
held off until our accumulated reserves were being quickly used up.  

In 2008, we took in about $5 million on $8  million in expenses.  By increasing premiums by 
10% and cutting benefits, we have reduced losses for 2009 to between $1 -1.3 million.  

Group Insurance expects to increase premiums for 2010 by another 20% in order to stop the 
losses.  They will then increase  premiums by lesser amounts over the next several years until 
reserves equal one year of anticipated expenses is again reached.  

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Retirees and Their 
Ministries Honored  

The Annual Conference expressed gr atitude for the ministries 
of 11 clergy members,  their spouses , and their families  upon 
retirement.   

Combined, they are credited with 275 years of service to The 
United Methodist Church.  

Five are Local Pastors and the other six are Elders.  
They join 265 previously retired members of the Annual 

Conference, some of whom are serving under appointment while 
in retirement.  

We wish them Godspeed.  
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The Daily Digest is a daily 
summary of conference 
activities.  It is provided to 
help summarize the major 
events of the day to assist 
delegates in communicating 
those events in the local  
church.   

The Daily Digest  will be 
posted on the e -mail network 
and posted on the Conference 
website.  

The Daily Digest will not be 
mailed unless a stamped, 
self -addressed envelope is 
given to the Digest editor 
during the conference.  
 

News Briefs 
Tony Hilliard and Robin 

Webb replaced Bill Waddell as 
Conference Chancellor . 

They are to be accessed 
through a district 
superintendent or, if need be, 
through the bishopÕs office.  

Bill has been named 
chancellor for the Council of 
Bishops.  

 

The UMC and the 
Conference have joined the 
fight against the three diseases 
of poverty: HIV/AIDS, malaria, 
and TB.  They are asking 
churches to join the 3 for 1 
Project .  It is a 3 -year 
commitment to give $1 per 
member to the UM Global 
AIDS Fund, purchase 1 net 
per every 10 members for 
Nothing But Nets, and give $1 
per member to fight TB.  

 

The list of churches that did 
not pay Pension & Benefits 
Apportionment  in full in 2008 
(as found in th e Pre-
Conference Journal) is 
incorrect.  That list was from a 
previous year.  

 

Ordination  was held in the 
evening.  

Balloting  
 

Balloting on the 
Constitutional amendments 
began Tuesday afternoon, but 
were not completed before 
conference had to adjourn for 
suppers and ordination.  

Delegates voted on all but 
amendments 2, 6, 8 -9, 15, 17, 
and 19.  

Voting will resume 
Wednesday morning.  

As voting for all 32 
amendments takes place on 
the same computer -read 
ballot, no results are  known.  

ItÕs Time to Rethi nk Church  
The UM Communications media campaign is going beyond ÒOpen 

hearts, open minds, open doorsÓ to ÒRethink church.Ó 
Unchurched young people are looking for authenticity, genuine 

welcome, works beyond words, and places where they can join in doing 
something that makes a difference.  Because of their findings, UMCom 
is revamping the advertising to change peoplesÕ perceptions of The 
UMC.  They want 1) outsiders to see us as vibrant, active communities 
of believers, 2) to redefine the church experience beyond Sunday 
morning, and 3) to connect us to the first century church where faith 
affected every part of the believerÕs life. 

Constitutional Amendments 
Amendments must be approved by 2/3 majority of all 

representatives to a ll UM conferences . 
3-5, 7,  10 -14, 16, 18, 20 -21, 23 -32 deal with the w orldwide nature 

of the church . 
#1 changes language defining who  ministry is available to  and 

requires that any constituent body of The UMC must be included in 
any organizational unit of The UMC . 

#19 would allow all clergy members (not just Elders and Deacons in 
Full Connection) to participate in the election of clergy  delegates to 
general and jurisdictional conferences.  

#2 would require all official UM groups to adopt ethics and conflict 
of interest policies.  

#6 would allow conferences admitted to the UMC to have less than 
equal representation at General Conference dur ing a transition time.  

#8 would add ÒgenderÓ to a list of protected categories.  
#9 would set a minimum number of delegates available for the 

election of bishops.  
#15 would allow General Conference to redefine clergy and lay 

membership without amending the constitution each time.  
#17 would allow laity on the committee on investigation to vote on 

matters of ordination, character, and conference relations of clergy.  
#22 would integrate churches in Bermuda into the UMC and the 

Baltimore -Washington Conference.  

AR Needs Congregations  
The Conference has a goal of 

starting five new churches each 
year.  

A $5 million gift will start one 
new UM church in Arkansas in 
perpetuity.  Five gifts of $5 
million each would enable to 
Conference to reach its goal.  

Even if you arenÕt able to give 
$5 million at one time, please 
consider giving to Cat ch the 
Vision so that together we can 
reach new people for Christ.  

Hendrix College Youth 
Minister of the Year:  Ruth 
Carter.  

 


